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Do you own a Corvette.or-Corvettes? Looking for a Corvette club to,join2 Our.goal _-:i* :

is to promote Corvette ownership and provide a fun, casual club from which to \;
4

B do it. Please cruise through our . If you like what you see, click on the applica- o
tion link at the bottom of the Contact Us page or go to page 15 in this newsletter M5
and become part of a great club!



http://forcorvettesonly.com/

Proudly Celebrating 50 Years

For Corvettes Only Inc., is a relatively small Corvette club serving Southeastern
Connecticut. Since 1976 our active club has connected people interested in pur-
suing the enjoyment of Chevrolet Corvettes. Our club encourages responsible
ownership and maintenance. We organize activities, social gatherings, fun cruis-
es and functions for both enjoyment and education of our members. FCO Inc.
attends and hosts many events throughout the year and caravans to other Cor-
vette events in the New England area.

Acknowledgements
Front cover: www.corvsport.com

Send comments, photos, stories, etc. to michael.giliberto@verizon.net
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2026 “For Corvettes Only” Board Members

President Vice President
Mark Christiansen John Pearson
860-705-3473 860-984-1026

markClan@yahoo.com john@thesuperiorgroup
lic

Treasurer Secretary
John leronimo John Bagdasarian
860-876-3204 860-977-4849

jgblrb@comcast.net

Email: info@forcorvettesonly.com |

FCO Inc. is one of the few Corvette clubs where both halves of a couple can be full-fledged members even
though they only have one Corvette. We hope you contribute to FCO, Inc.by bringing new ideas and keeping
the club as dynamic and interesting an organization as it can be. FCO Inc.is always seeking new members, as

we want to help you better understand and enjoy your Corvette.
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President’s Message
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We are getting closer to spring, but you would not know it. | hope everyone is safe
and healthy going into March.

i am trying to arrange a race day at Supercharged in Montville for March 19th, a
Thursday night when they put two tracks together. | need a head count soon to ar-
range for it, so let me know if you’d like to come. (If you have a Momentum card
from Mohegan Sun, you get a discount and can use points if you have them.) Next up
will be our Icebreaker April 19th (see page 7). We have had great response for the
Back to the Beach weekend with ten cars going. If you have not signed up and want
to go, do it soon (see page 13).

We need to add some people to the ride committee. Darcy Murtz has stepped down
as Chair but will remain active with the group. If you have ideas for rides please con-
tact me, preferably by text. Better yet, join the committee!

| am looking forward to a great season seeing friends and traveling to shows. Speak-
ing of which, the flyer for our show will be done soon, but | will need help fundrais-
ing. Forward any ideas to your board members. This is your club so please give us in-
put, especially show ideas as this is our 50th year and the 250th of the USA.

Mark
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Editor’s Note

| bet there will still be snow on the ground when spring officially “arrives”
March 20. Anyone else?

But there are signs of things to come that can warm us up. FCO Icebreaker
Cruise, Corvette Club of Western Mass show and Back to the Beach 2026
appear in this issue.

| put in a couple “Did you know?” pages. Might you have a “Did you
know?” anecdote to share?

As always, I’'m happy to work with you to get something included in the
newsletter, especially your My Corvette Story.

Mike Giliberto

michael.giliberto@verizon.net
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“For Corvettes Only” Sunshine Club

Darcy Murtz chairs our
Sunshine Club. If a club member is ill
or needs a little brightening up email Darcy at
sunshine@forcorvettesonly.com

Happy Birthday

March: Jane Fitzpatrick, Patty Keegan, Anthony LaRussa,
Patrick McPherson, Marie Ramsey, John Waggoner

April: Joyce Baiardi, Mark Christiansen

The birthday list is a continuing work in progress. Contact editor Mike if there’s a mistake
(wrong date, we missed your birthday, misspelling, etc.) or if you don’t want to publicize.
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Icebreaker Cruise

This year’s Icebreaker Cruise is scheduled for Sunday, April 19. Once again,
our destination is Tullis Tap House in Griswold, CT. The restaurant is at River

Ridge Golf Course. We're aiming for a 1 pm lunch. Meet up location(s) for
an FCO caravan will be announced.
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Photo: CorvetteForum
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Did You Know: Motor Trend Saved Corvette?

The Chevrolet Corvette debuted as a concept car at the 1953 GM Motorama in January.
Visitors responded with enthusiasm. Chevrolet decided to put the car into production.
The first Corvettes rolled off a temporary assembly line in Flint, Michigan, in June 1953.
Only 300 units appeared that year, each hand-built and priced at $3,498.

Sales started slowly. By late summer, dealers reported customer hesitation. The car had
a fabric top that leaked, no roll-up windows, and no exterior door handles. Its Power-
glide automatic transmission and 150-horsepower Blue Flame six-cylinder engine did not
match the performance many buyers expected from a sports car. Unsold 1953 models
sat on dealer lots into the fall. Chevrolet executives began to question the future of the
program. Production plans for 1954 called for 1,000 units per month, yet fewer than 200
cars had sold in the first six months. Some inside General Motors suggested canceling
the Corvette before heavier losses occurred.

Motor Trend magazine published its December 1953 issue during this uncertain period.
Inside, a multi-page road test written by technical editor Don MacDonald appeared.
MacDonald drove a Corvette from Los Angeles to Yosemite and back. He praised the
car’s fiberglass body, low weight, and precise steering. He noted the independent sus-
pension provided handling that European sports cars struggled to match on American
roads. Acceleration times and cornering ability received detailed attention. MacDonald
acknowledged the side curtains and lack of roll-up windows, yet he presented these as
acceptable trade-offs for a pure sports car design. The article included photographs of
the Corvette on mountain roads and at high speeds. Comparison charts placed the Cor-
vette against MG, Jaguar, and Triumph models. In most performance categories, the
Chevrolet equaled or surpassed its imported rivals, often at a lower price.
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Did You Know: Motor Trend Saved Corvette?

Dealers later reported that customers brought copies of the Motor Trend issue into showrooms. Many
buyers cited the article as a key reason for their purchase. Orders increased in early 1954. Chevrolet
raised 1954 production from the original 1,000-unit plan to meet demand. The December 1953 Motor
Trend coverage provided third-party validation at a moment when Chevrolet needed it most. Positive
press from a respected automotive publication helped shift public perception. Buyers saw the Corvette
as a credible competitor to established European brands.

Without the timing and tone of Motor Trend’s December 1953 coverage, the Corvette story might have
ended after a single model year. Instead, the magazine’s endorsement gave Chevrolet the confidence
and customer interest needed to continue production into 1954 and beyond. The Corvette enters its
eighth decade because a magazine road test arrived when the car needed support most.

Sources: NCM (article); www.corvsport.com (photo)
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Did You Know: How Fast C8 Accelerates?

C8 0-60 MPH Times (seconds)

ZR1X W/ ZTK pkKg. 1.89

ZR1 w/ ZTK pkg.

B
w

29

Stingray w/ Z51 pkg.

Source: news.chevrolet.com
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Corvette Humor
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“Our car s just trying to get attention.
It does this when | spend too much time
with our Corvette.”’
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CCWM Corvette Show
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‘?{S}/Corvette Club
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J of Western Mass

ALL CORVETTE SHI]W

Charity: To be announced

:) May 17th, 2026

10:00am - 2:00pm
Chicopee Moose Lodg

244 Fuller Rd, Chicopee, MA 01020

e

QO

Complimentary photo of each car entered

Spectators Free

Live Music by Midlife Crisis
Door Prize: 55-inch 4k TV

$20

Entrance
Donation

e e s m R R R R E R EE
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Back to the Beach June 2026

The Celebration of Life in honor of Sandie Bergeron will be held in Old Or-
chard Beach, ME on June 12 and 13, 2026. One hotel is sold out but others
are still available. You will need to sign up on the Back to the Beach site to re-
serve your dinner for Saturday if you have not done so already. We are leav-
ing Friday June 12th at 9:30 am if you are interested in caravaning up with us.
We will take a break about halfway for lunch to be determined.
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March 2026

FCO Calendar of Events

March e 3: Monthly meeting

e 7: Monthly meeting

April
e 19: Icebreaker cruise
Later in
e September 13: Vettes At The Beach
2026

Above calendar shows club-specific events. There will be
email updates on activities such as cruises and car shows,
both FCO and others.

FCO monthly meetings are usually held at Flanders Fish Market in
East Lyme. Most folks come for dinner before the business meeting,
which starts at 6:30 pm. Knollwood is the Knollwood Beach Club-
house on Clubhouse Lane in Old Saybrook.
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FOR CORVETTES ONLY

PO Box 53, Mystic, CT 06355

Membershi
ema <; : Print form, complete, and mail to the address above or send it via

Membership is limited to Corvette owners and their spouses/significant others/family members.

plication

Annual dues are 550 (prorated) per household.

Member sponsoring this applicant

March 2026

Sgnature

Date

Name
Street Street
Address
Gty City
State Zip State Ip
Emall
Phone
Alternate Phone
[Month/Day) {Month/Day)
Birthday
Anniversary [Month/Day) {Month/Day)
(if applicable)
|
Year/ Model Year/Madel
Corvette Information
Color(s)
Special Features
(convertible,
Calloway, etc.)
Check all that apply: Check all that apply:
O show O Rally O show O gally
Corvette Interests | [J Restoration [ Racing [ Restoration [ Racing
O Cruise O cruise
[ other: O other:

Signature

Date

Date

For Corvettes Only - Membership Application— revised 9/2022

Southeastern Connecticut — For Corvettes Only
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BECOME A MEMBER

Join over 38,000 Corvette enthusiasts from across the globe by becoming a member of
the National Corvette Museum! Membership categories: individuals ($65/yr.), families
($100/yr.), and businesses/clubs ($250/yr.). Lifetime memberships are available, with a
special rate for seniors 65+ ($750 for 20 years).

www.corvettemuseum.org
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NCM Corvette Raffles

2026 Riptide Blue Corvette Coupe 3/26/2026
Price: $150.00 Ticke1s: 1500 Awvailable: 1267
Drawing: March 26, 2026 2:00 PM Central Time
30 days 3 hrd 30 min 27 sec

2026 Rigtide Dlue Carvelle Coupe 32672026

2026 Arctic White Corvette Coupe 41672026
Price: $100.00 Ticked<: 2000 Available: 1347
Drawing: April 16, 2026 2:00 PM Central Tune
51 days 3 hrs 30 min 27 sec

2026 Arclic While Corvelle Coups 416/2026

2026 Black Corvette 706 Coupe 4/24/2026
Price: $300.00 Ticke1s: 1500 Available: 1353
Drawing: April 24, 2026 2200 PM Central Tune
50 days 3 hrs 30 min 27 sec

2026 Black Corvelle Z06 Coupe &/2452026

2026 Torch Red Corvette Coupe 47252026
Price: $20.00 Unlirmited Ralile

Drawing: April 25, 2026 2:00 PM Central Tune
60 days 3 hrd 30 min 27 sec

2026 Torch Red Corvelle Coupe 412502026

Corvette Raffle - Main Page (corvettemuseum.org) for more.
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https://raffle.corvettemuseum.org/

Member Benefit: Town Fair Tire Discount

24077 (OMMERCIALFLEET 7/@w7

FOR CORVETTE'S ONLY ACCOUNT
#80756

—oo
o =

ALL YEAR LONG!! NO HASSLES. NO ANNUAL FEES.
Just Savings 7.5% Off Tire & Wheels

IR

T%tl;f FREE TF(I)‘:!I:E FREE
LIFETIME SITE-TO-STORE

FLAT REPAIR SHIPPING

b
-

Shop: SERVICE! Shop: TIRES!!

Any questions email: mbarretta@townfair.com or call: 203-467-8600
ext.279

Member perk from one of our generous sponsors.

Page 18
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Sponsors

GOLONIAL

March 2026

THE SUPERIOR

D/E/F Services Group, Ltd
Data / Electrical / Fiber Optics
‘ Electrical « Mechanical e Security

1171 Voluntown Rd. Griswold, CT 06351
860-376-4896 http://defservicesgroup.com

One Call, One Contractor, One Relationship
“The Value of One”

Southeastern Connecticut — For Corvettes Only
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YTANKEE FEDDLER & FAWN

Mur Properties

March 2026 Southeastern Connecticut — For Corvettes Only Page 20



CORVETTERN

o,
Ay 1
(Sl
*/ v, *
T} ‘ A~
HEASTES

N~ v GOLD SPONSOR

Dime (%) Bank

Cmunuu&tg &uln’ng Livesr Here™

March 2026 Southeastern Connecticut — For Corvettes Only Page 21



BLOCK ISLAND
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Get away to Block Island on the fastest ferry from the Mainland.
Depart New London, CT and arrive in scenic Old Harbor,
Block Island, within walking distance of restaurants, shops,

hotels and the best beaches in the Northeast.

Go for the day, weekend or longer.
Parking onsite or at nearby parking garages.

www.goblockisland.com
(860) 444-4624 K

While on Block Island dine at Dead Eye Dick’s. Come for the food,

stay for the view. Lunch, dinner, drinks daily - Inside or on the deck.
Ocean Avenue in New Harbor www.deadeyedicksbi.com
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JAN ELECTRONIC SUPPLIES, INC.

6 Truman St New London CT, 06320 860.442.4382

www.JanElectronics.com

THE EDGE GROUP

WHO WE ARE

The Edge Group is a distributor-owned buying and

marketing group serving the datacom, security, low voltage,
electronic MRO, and electronic OEM industries. As a proud
member of The Edge Group, Jan Electronic Supplies is
committed to offering you extensive inventory selection.
Utilizing the group’s purchasing power of more than $700
million, Jan Electronics is able to deliver the items you need
at competitive prices. Whether we’re drawing products from
our local inventory or Edge’s network of more than 170 ware-
houses across the U.S. and Canada, we provide the solutions

you need.

** 15% OFF for ALL FCO Members **
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www.MermaidlnnofMystic.com
15% Discount for FCO Members
10% Discount for Any Other Corvette ClI

ubs
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